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the same way. But I cannot grant what you here add, viz. that
that error is corrected not by the understanding but by the touch.
For, although it is owing to touch that we judge that the staff is
straight, and that by the mode of judging to which from infancy we
are accustomed, and which is hence called sense, this, nevertheless,
does not suffice to correct the error. Over and above this we need
to have some reason to show us why in this matter we ought to
believe the tactual judgment rather than that derived from vision ;
and this reason, not having been possessed by us from the times of
infancy, must be attributed not to sense but to the understanding.
Hence in this instance it is the understanding solely which corrects
the error of sense ; and no case can ever be adduced in which error
results from our trusting the operation of the mind more than sense.

10. Since the remainder of what you bring forward consists of
doubts rather than of objections, I do not take so much upon me as
to dare to promise that I shall be able to give a satisfactory account
of matters concerning which I see that so many learned and clever
men have hitherto had difficulties. Nevertheless, in order to do my
best and not prove wanting in my cause, I shall relate in good faith
the means by which I had the fortune to free myself wholly from
these same doubts. For thus, if they chance to be of use to
others, I shall be highly pleased; if not, I shall feel guilty of no
rashness.

When first the reasons expounded in these Meditations had led
me to infer that the human mind was really distinct from the body
and was more easily known1 than it, and so on, what compelled me
to assent to this was that I found nothing in these arguments which
was not coherent nor derived from highly evident principles according
to the rules of Logic. But I confess that I was not thereby wholly
persuaded, and that I had almost the same experience as the
Astronomers, who, after many proofs had convinced them that the
Sun was many times larger than the Earth, could not prevail upon
themselves to forego judging that it was smaller than the Earth
when they viewed it with their eyes. But when I proceeded farther,
and, relying on the same fundamental principles, paused in the
consideration of Physical things, first of all by attending to the
ideas or notions of each separate thing which I found within me,
and by distinguishing the one carefully from the other, in order
that all my judgments might harmonize with them, I observed that
nothing at all belonged to the nature or essen'ce2 of body, except
1 F. V. notiorem, L. V.            2 F. V. rationem, L. V.